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IDAHO WOLF DEPREDATION CONTROL BOARD 
Minutes of January 31, 2025, Meeting 
Meeting was live streamed via Teams 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Chanel Tewalt, ISDA (Co-chair) 
Jim Fredericks, Idaho Fish and Game (Co-chair)  

    Richard Savage (via livestream)    
    Jon Goode (via livestream) 
    Jerry Cloninger (via livestream) 
 

DEPARTMENT STAFF:  Lloyd Knight – ISDA  
    Kelly Nielsen - ISDA 
    Jon Rachael - IDFG  
    Katie Oelrich, Idaho Fish and Game – IDFG  

Tricia Hebdon, Idaho Fish and Game – IDFG  
Dallas Burkhalter, Office of Attorney General – ISDA 
Jason Meyers - ISDA 

         

OTHERS PRESENT:   Jared Hedelius – USDA Wildlife Services, Idaho Office 
    Donna Ralston - USDA Wildlife Services, Idaho Office 
    Doug Hansen – USDA Wildlife Services, Idaho Office 
    Suzanne Stone – IWCN 
    Rosanne Noble – IWCN 
    Megan Smiith – Living With Wolves 
    Lane Justus – WLA 

Caroline Shankel 
Patxi Larrocea-Phillips (via livestream) 
Pamela Williams (via livestream) 
Greg LeDonne (via livestream) 
Royce Schwenkfelder (via livestream) 
Levi J. Scott 
 
 
  

The meeting was called to order by Co-chair Fredericks at 10:02 a.m. MT. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Board members and support staff introduced themselves. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (ACTION ITEM) 

No corrections requested on the June 11, 2024 Meeting Minutes. Jon Goode, board member, made a 
motion to approve the minutes of the June11, 2024 meeting. Seconded by Co-chair Tewalt. Motion 
carried. 



 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Suzanne Stone – Spoke in favor of using non-lethal or proactive methods to stopping depredation. 
Suzanne stated that no trapping or snaring funds should be issued from the board for 
zones 48 or 49. Suzanne stated that the Wood River Wolf Project is starting season 18 
this year. In the last few years, there have been zero confirmed sheep losses and only 2 
possible losses with over 20,000 sheep. Suzanne also stated that the public has been 
waiting for 10-15 years for a method of counting wolves that was promised by the 
state. 

Rosanne Noble – See public comment documents for complete statement. 

Caroline Shankel – As a biology student, Caroline stated that gives a unique perspective. Caroline stated 
that ranchers, sportsmen, and the news make wolves out to be the bad guys. 
Caroline stated that the solution is not mass killing and that killing is rooted in fear, 
not science. Caroline stated that ranchers in countries around the world have 
successfully co-existed with predators. 

Co-chair Fredericks thanked the speakers for their comments and stated that their comments are 
appreciated. Co-chair Tewalt thanked the speakers for their comments. She also stated that there were 
seven legislative committee meetings regarding two bills in last year’s Idaho Legislature. She was 
surprised that there were no attendees that come to the Idaho Wolf Depredation Control Board 
meetings that went to give testimony at any of those legislative committee meetings. 

 
REVIEW OF REPORTS 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT  

Kelly Nielsen reviewed the financial reports for the board. He also stated that the Brand Board’s 
funding transfer to the Idaho Wolf Depredation Control Board didn’t go through before the end 
of FY2024 due to limitations with the Luma accounting software. They were able to transfer it 
fully in October, so there will be a transfer of those funds going to the dedicated fund due to 
statute direction. 

WILDLIFE SERVICES REPORT 

Jared Hedelius reviewed the Q4 FY2024 report, FY2024 Annual Summary, and the Q1 FY2025 
report. 

IDAHO FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME REPORT 

Katie Oelrich with IDFG gave a verbal overview of FY2024 ending numbers and current numbers 
up to date through FY2025. 

 
REVIEW OF INVOICES (ACTION ITEMS) 
 



Kelly Nielsen reviewed all the invoices before the board. A total of six invoices were reviewed for 
Wildlife Services, and two for Idaho Department of Fish and Game.  

Jon Goode, board member, made a motion to approve the Wildlife Services invoices for payment. 
Richard Savage, board member, seconded the motion. None opposed. Motion carried. 

Co-chair Tewalt made a motion to approve the Idaho Department of Fish and Game invoices. Jon Goode, 
board member, seconded the motion. None opposed. Motion carried. 

Co-chair Tewalt made a motion to clarify the process for approving invoices associated with previously 
board-approved agreements. Under this process, all invoices will first be distributed to board members 
for review. If no objections are raised within three weeks of distribution, the invoices will be deemed 
approved and forwarded to fiscal and legal for verification that the charges align with the terms of the 
approved agreement and established payment standards. Once the invoices have been paid, financial 
information will be posted to the Board’s website.  Jon Goode, board member, seconded the motion. 
None opposed, motion carried. 

 

DISCUSSION – OTHER BUSINESS (ACTION ITEM) 

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game FY2025 Workplan was up for renewal. Jon Goode, board 
member, motioned to approve the workplan. Richard Savage, board member, seconded the motion. 
None opposed. Motion carried. 

OTHER BUSINESS – DISCUSSION ONLY (NO ACTION ITEMS) 

Jared Hedelius reviewed the topic of a recent myopathy training that several Wildlife Services 
investigators attended at the Wildlife Services Research Center in Ft. Collins, Colorado. They were 
trained on a way to possibly identify myopathy in animal carcasses. Jared requested that the board 
members talk about if that is something they want to integrate into the current process for depredation 
investigations. Co-chair Fredericks asked a clarifying question as to what that would look like. Jared 
stated that the cost would be $700 per animal (carcass), and that it would really only apply to 
investigations that have an “unknown” finding. It was estimated that it would be maybe 10 animals per 
year. Richard Savage, board member, requested that Jared put something together with some more 
information for a future meeting to possibly have an action item on. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Both Co-chair Tewalt and Co-chair Fredericks thanked the public for their participation in the meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

11:31 a.m. by Co-chair Fredericks – No definitive next meeting set. Estimated for March. 


